I am writing this Editorial in December 2019. For the Canadian Association of Radiologists Journal (CARJ), it was a year of many exiting milestones. December is a great time to reflect on achievements and plan for the year ahead.
I am thrilled to share that we have noticed a steady increase in interest in the CARJ with over 10% growth in submissions. Moreover, we are very pleased to see a growing number of Original Research manuscripts submitted to the Journal. Authors want their results to be published quickly. The CARJ editorial team shares a strong belief that quick turnaround time attracts a top talent and has been able to significantly decrease time from submission to first decision. We return our first response in 4 weeks. The timeliness of the final editorial outcome depends on speed of revisions by the authors. We also see an improvement in this metric. The improved turnaround time is a result of stellar work of subspecialty reviewers and Editorial Board members. We are looking forward to announce names of the first winners of our Outstanding Reviewers Awards later in 2020.
Canadian Association of Radiologists Journal is turning 70-years old in 2020. We will celebrate the anniversary with special guest editorial focusing on milestones in the history of the Journal. However, we are not planning to rest on our laurels. The editorial team will roll out new initiatives next year with CARJ inaugural podcast and larger social media presence. We are planning to promote CARJ Special Issues using podcasts. 2020 Special Issue will be dedicated to advances in emergency and trauma imaging and will be spearheaded by Dr Savvas Nicolaou from the University of British Columbia. In addition, the Journal will fast-track Canadian Association of Radiologist Position Statements and Guidelines and contribute to their promotion on social media.
Editorial Board encourages submission of high-quality review papers to keep the readership updated regarding recent developments in imaging and help to satisfy the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada Maintenance of Certification requirements. Canadian Association of Radiologists Journal runs its continuing professional development (CPD) program in collaboration with CARs RAD Academy. Creation of CPD questions requires a significant skill set and can be a daunting task. There is a scarce literature teaching how to build concise multiple-choice questions (MCQs) in our field. Therefore, we commissioned MCQ writing guide with step-by-step approach for creating good questions. It will be published by the CARJ in 2020. Our vibrant clinical practices become busier every year with more cases to assess in timely manner and more pitfalls to encounter. The Journal will run series of review articles focused on imaging pitfalls and artifacts. The series will include 2 papers describing sources of errors and management of mistakes in interventional radiology and manuscript on pitfalls in interpretation of computed tomography colonography. We also invited some pieces outlining suggestions for efficient and comprehensive reporting. One of these articles is already accepted and will describe tips and tricks in bone mineral densitometry reporting.
As a frontline emergency radiologist, I witness firsthand the human cost of skyrocketing data volumes and shorter turnaround times for our reports. It is disheartening to see many outstanding colleagues taking early retirement, going part time, or shifting their clinical practice away from acute care imaging due to evergrowing volumes and inadequate in-house support. In particular, I hear from many trainees that their clinical load became too heavy which causes development of burnout symptoms. We have to detect and document factors leading to burnout. The Journal accepted a manuscript reporting burnout prevalence in Canadian radiology residency programs. Moreover, we have to come with strategies to overcome the burnout and plan to publish additional papers on this hot topic.
This year, the Journal moved to new publisher SAGE. The transition is almost completed. Papers accepted earlier this year will be moved to SAGE from the old submission site. All manuscripts are processed through SAGE submission website (https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/carj). The Editorial Board elected to combine the transition with modification of our submission categories. Starting November 1, 2019, we accept manuscripts in the following categories: Original Research, Systematic and Narrative Reviews, Editorials, and Letters to the Editor and Replies. Please refer to updated Instructions for Authors for additional information. Editorial team decided to retire Pictorial Essays, Technical Notes, and Critically Appraised Topics to focus on Original Research and review manuscripts that will be most relevant to practicing Canadian radiologists. Furthermore, we hope that this modification will streamline submission process and decrease time to online publication and print.
CARJ will have a very exciting year ahead. Stay tuned!
